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a hearing Monday involved attorneys on
both sides discussing the case’s status.
Plainti s Brian Skotch, Annette Holmes and
Ronald Monroe, all of Scranton, claim the
county’s outdated, half-century-old property
tax assessments — with a base year of 1968 — are unconstitutional and have resulted
in an unfair system with disparate taxes on similar properties, and some residents
paying disproportionately higher taxes than others.
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Represented by the Community Justice Project, a nonpro t civil legal assistance
organization, the plainti s seek a court order requiring the county to implement a
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countywide reassessment of its 111,000 properties.
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The outgoing Commissioners Patrick O’Malley and Laureen Cummings, who both lost
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reelection in November, opposed a reassessment, while Jerry Notarianni, who won
reelection, favored one.
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Notarianni’s Democratic running mate, Debi Domenick, and Republican Chris Chermak
also won election. The trio will be sworn in Jan. 6.
During the campaign, Notarianni and Domenick voiced support for a reassessment.
Domenick said she could support one, with taxpayer protection.
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E orts to reach the three commissioners-elect Monday for their current positions on
reassessment were unsuccessful.
County general counsel Donald Frederickson expects the reassessment issue to come
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up soon after the new board takes over.
“Once the new commissioners are sworn in, we are going to sit down with them and ask
how do they want to proceed with it,” Frederickson said in a phone interview. “They may
decide to take a di erent approach (than O’Malley/Cummings), they may not.”
Though 18 months old, the lawsuit is still in an early “discovery” phase involving
exchange of information between the two sides.
Monday’s hearing was on a plainti s’ motion to compel the county to provide
information and documents requested in April but that still remained outstanding by
Dec. 9, when the motion was led, CJP attorney Marielle Macher said.

Man arraigned on robbery
charges for incident that left
woman paralyzed

“We’ve gone back and forth a number of times,” Macher said. “We would like to try to
move this along.”

A Moosic man implicated in a drug

The two sides resolved several discovery disputes as recently as Friday, said attorney

robbery earlier this year that ended

Shanna Williamson of the Elliott Greenleaf law rm that represents the county.

with a young woman being paralyzed
was arraigned Monday on two counts of
robbery and one count of theft. (read
more)

Some of the county’s objections claimed information sought was “overly broad and
unduly burdensome” to produce because there are over 100,000 taxable parcels in the
county, Williamson said.
“We’re more than willing to open the door to inspections” of county data by the
plainti s’ attorney on site at the Lackawanna County Government Center on Wyoming
Avenue, Williamson added. “To the extent that the documents exist, we feel they are
extremely voluminous.”
Macher countered that some unful lled requests do not involve producing the totality
of information on 111,000 parcels, but instead are limited and speci c. For example,

90 Years Ago - Scrantonians
had numerous options for
ringing in the new year
Vaudeville performances, movies,
dinner and dancing or religious services
were all options for Scrantonians as
ways to celebrate New Year’s Eve. (read
more)

one request seeks “any and all sales ratio studies made or otherwise secured by the
county since 1968.” The county objected on grounds that the request was too broad and
burdensome. Macher disagreed, boiling down this request to, “Did you do a study or
not,” and if so, produce them. The county probably had not done any such studies, or if
so, perhaps only a few, Macher said.
“We don’t feel comfortable being sent on a wild goose chase in county archives, which is
what we believe is being proposed,” by the county, Macher said.
Williamson took issue with that characterization, saying, “We want to give you
meaningful opportunities to inspect what exists.”
The court’s deputy discovery master, attorney John Notarianni, who is not related to
Jerry Notarianni, did not make any decisions Monday on the motion. He said he intends
to hold another hearing in January, but did not immediately set a date.
Contact the writer:

State audit of Scranton 2016
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SCRANTON — After nally getting
invited by the Scranton Sewer Authority
to audit the 2016 sale of the sewer
system, state Auditor General Eugene
DePasquale said his o ce may have to
take a pass because of cuts to his
agency’s budget and sta . (read more)
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Police say Old Forge man
fractured 8 of his wife's ribs,
strangled her and
threatened to kill her
An Old Forge man faces felony assault
charges after police say he tried
strangling his wife and fractured eight
of her ribs. (read more)

Monday Update: Light
project at Hillside Park
softball field nearing
completion
Three years after fundraising began, the
lighting project at a Hillside Park softball
eld is nished. (read more)
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Two hurt in four-car wreck
on Interstate 81
MOOSIC Two people went by
ambulance to Geisinger Community
Medical Center on Sunday following a
four-car crash on Interstate 81. (read
more)
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CL Summit • 5 minutes ago

The county was going to "borrow" at least $12 million to do the assessment in 2018. That is why I was
opposed to it.
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3rdgardestudent • 27 minutes ago

"she could support one, with taxpayer protection." Sure.... Deb. do you think she has the ability to give
up partying now that she hit the lotto?
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